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Ahmedabad: A push of a button
converts outdoor stadium into an
indoor arena — all in six minutes
flat, As football fans walk out of the
place after watching a game,
school kids steadily stream in for
their annual function.

Mot fiction. Amdavadisare setto

get one of its kind of a multipurpose
stadium with a capacity of 30,000
| near Kankarialake in Maninagar.
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A Rs 250-crore project, the sta-
dium is being developed by Trans-

| Stadia, technology partners of

UK-based StadiArena, on the
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Wembley stadium in London

lines of Wembley Stadium.
Conceived by stadiologist
Paul Fletcher, a professional foot-
baller whe has turned Europe’'s
leading stadium expert, the
project will be unveiled during
Swarnim Gujarat celebrations to
mark Gujarat’s 50th anniversary
in 2010-11. It will be built with

Fletcher's globally patented tech-
noelogy, that converts an outdoor
stadium into an ihdoor arema
within minutes,

The project will come up on 10
acres of land just on the outskirts
of Chief Minister Narendra Mo-
di's Maninagar Assembly constit-
uency and will be another show-
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piece for him, alongside the reno-
vated Kankaria lake complex :
which he unveiled last year after i

gpending Rs 30 crore,

“While India has other mduur

stadia, including big ones in New
Delhiand Bangalore, the Ahmeda-
had project would be the first Sta-
diArena — a stadium that con-
verts into an indoor arena,” said

Udit Sheth, CEO of TransStadia.
The project would be completed :
within 18 months after construc- |

tion work starts,

The stadium's main use willbe
for football and hockey, but it will :
also house an auditorium, exhibl-
tion area, table tennis courts, con- | |
ference rooms and restaurants, :
Company officials claim the stadi- | |48
um will be designed to playaround : | §

10 sports.

TransStadia has signed a : |§
memorandum of understanding : §
with the state government. “The : H
final land allotment will be done :
shortly,” said a senior official in !

thechief minister's office.
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Islamabad: Baitullah Meh-
: sud, Pakistan's most feared ter-
¢ rorist commander who estab.

lished the Taliban as a force in
huge swathes and unleashed
attacksacross the country, was
killed in a US missile attack on
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